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SPECIALS of Climate Research (CR) present
Important new information on climate phe-
nomena measured and assessed by closely
coordinated group efforts. They concentrate
on specific research themes or geographic
areas.

CR SPECIAL 12 focusses on climate phenom-
ena, and the vulnerability of the southwest
United States. CLIMAS (Climate Assessment
Project for the Southwest) involves a continu-
ing program drawing primarily from partici-
patory research efforts. It summarizes and

evaluates current knowledge and aims at
contributing to a better understanding of
regional dynamics and at supporting the
work of decision makers. The assessments at
hand address local climatic, topographic and
geological features; relations between cli-
mate dynamics and societies; forecasting
potential; variability and vulnerability; water
scarcity and drought problems; and they con-
sider adaptional capacities.
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