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SPECIALS of Climate Research (CR) present
important new information on climate phenom-
ena, measured and assessed by closely coordi-
nated group efforts. They concentrate on specific
research themes or geographic areas. 

CR SPECIAL 20 contains selected papers from a
meeting of the IPCC Task Group on Data and
Scenario Support for Impact and Climate Analy-
sis (TGICA), held in 2007 to catalyze interdiscipli-
nary research on climate change, impacts, adap-
tation, vulnerability and mitigation. The purpose
of the Regional Meeting was to prepare a more
holistic approach in the next IPCC assessment. 

The meeting established a basis for integrative
regional climate change research, explored inno-
vative methods that address critical research
needs, and facilitated communication and collab-
oration among researchers working on these
issues. CR SPECIAL 20 will stimulate collabora-
tive research that will advance regional climate
change science and thus have value beyond the
IPCC report.

We are pleased to make the online version of this
CR SPECIAL available with Open Access.
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