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INTRODUCTION

Monobothrium wageneri Nybelin, 1922 is a mono-
zoic caryophyllidean tapeworm of tench Tinca tinca
L. The parasite was first described (as Caryophyl-
laeus tuba) from wild tench in northern Italy (see

Nybelin 1922). Established populations have since
been recorded from Poland (Janiszewska 1954), for-
mer Czechoslovakia (Scholz 1987), former USSR
(Protasova et al. 1990), England (Gibson 1993), and
Germany (Sures et al. 1997). M. wageneri is one of a
number of tapeworms introduced to the UK with the
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ABSTRACT: Monobothrium wageneri is a monozoic caryophyllidean tapeworm of tench Tinca
tinca. The pathological changes caused by this parasite within the intestinal tract of wild tench are
described for the first time. Parasites were found attached to the anterior third of the intestine in
tight clusters comprising up to 109 tapeworms. Infection was associated with the formation of
raised inflammatory swellings surrounding the parasites. This host response, combined with the
deep penetration of the scolex into the gut wall, formed a very firm seat of parasite attachment.
Histopathological changes were characterised by a pronounced fibrogranulomatous lesion that
extended through all layers of the intestine. This was accompanied by haemorrhage, oedema,
necrosis and degeneration of the muscularis. A marked eosinophilic interface layer between the
scolex of the tapeworm and gut wall indicated intimate host–parasite contact. Ultrastructural
examinations revealed coniform spinitriches covering the neck and lateral sides of the scolex and
capilliform filitriches present on the apical end of the scolex. Numerous glandular cytons (tegu-
mental glands) were recorded throughout the scolex tegument. Large numbers of secretory gran-
ules discharged from the glands through a network of processes onto the scolex surface were con-
sistent with distancing the cellular responses of the host. Observations of severe inflammatory
lesions, partial intestinal occlusion and the potential for intestinal perforation represent important
pathological changes that are consistent with loss of normal gut function. The lesions associated
with the attachment of M. wageneri are more severe than those recorded for any other tapeworm
of British freshwater fish.
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international trade in cyprinid fish (Gibson 1993).
Other recent examples include Atractolytocestus hu -
ro nensis Anthony, 1958, Khawia sinensis Hsü, 1935
(Caryophyllidea) and Bothriocephalus acheilo gnathi
Yamaguti, 1934 (Bothriocephalidea), all of which
have received considerable attention as potential
pathogens of common carp Cyprinus carpio L. (An -
drews et al. 1981, Hoole & Nissan 1994, Morley &
Hoole 1995, Hoole et al. 2001, Majoros et al. 2003,
Molnár et al. 2003, Oros et al. 2009). By contrast, lit-
erature on M. wageneri is sparse and confined lar -
gely to morphological descriptions (Kozicka 1959,
Dubinina 1987, Scholz 1987, Protasova et al. 1990,
Scholz et al. 1992). These reports shed limited light
onto our understanding of the pathological impor-
tance of this parasite to infected tench.

The genus Monobothrium Diesing, 1863 comprises
7 species, which may be divided into 2 morphologi-
cally and geographically distinct groups (Mackie -
wicz 1972). M. hunteri Mackiewicz, 1963, M. ul meri
Calentine and Mackiewicz, 1966, M. ingens Hunter,
1927, M. fossae Williams, 1974, and M. mackiewiczi
Williams, 1974, all infect North American catostomid
fishes (Mackiewicz 1963, Williams 1974, Hoffman
1999). M. wageneri and M. auriculatum Kula kovs -
kaya, 1961 are the only European representatives of
this genus, the latter species having been docu-
mented on only one occasion from Ukraine (Kula -
kovs kaya 1961).

Previous studies state that North American species
of Monobothrium may be pathogenic due to the
severe lesions that result from their attachment
(Mackiewicz 1972, Mackiewicz et al. 1972, Hayunga,
1979a). Observations by Janiszewska (1954) suggest
this may also be true for M. wageneri. Conversely,
during a review of parasite introductions to British
freshwater fish, Kennedy (1994) described M. wa ge -
neri as non-pathogenic and of lesser pathological
importance than Khawia sinensis and Bothrioce -
phalus acheilognathi. It was not clear how such com-
parisons were made, as, until now, the pathology
caused by M. wageneri has not been described. This
represents an important area of study in view of the
dangers posed by non-native parasite introductions
(Kennedy 1994, Kirk 2003, Gozlan et al. 2005) and
the importance of tench to freshwater fisheries in the
British Isles (Environment Agency 2004).

The present study describes the histopathological
changes caused by Monobothrium wageneri within
the intestinal tract of tench. The ultrastructure of the
host–parasite interface is also examined to establish
the relationship between tapeworm attachment and
the host responses to infection.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Fish sampling and examination

Records of Monobothrium wageneri from freshwa-
ter fisheries in England and Wales were collated from
a database of fish-health records held by the Envi-
ronment Agency, Brampton, England. Material for
examination comprised of formalin-fixed, archived
tissues collected during historic parasitological ex -
aminations by the senior author (C.F.W.). This mater-
ial was supported by an additional sample of 20
tench, obtained from an infected stillwater fishery in
the Midlands region of England. Fish were captured
by seine-netting and transported live to holding facil-
ities at the Environment Agency.

Tench were killed by anaesthetic overdose using
benzocaine solution. Each fish was measured, weighed,
and examined grossly for the presence of external
 abnormalities. The intestinal tract was re moved in its
entirety, opened and examined under a dissecting
 microscope for parasites. A small  number of tape-
worms were removed from the gut, fixed in cold
10% buffered formalin, stained in para carmine, and
examined microscopically to confirm identification.
Voucher specimens of Monobothrium wageneri were
deposited in the Natural History Museum, London
(accession number 2009. 11.13.1-3).

Histopathology and electron microscopy

Regions of infected intestine were fixed in 10%
neutral buffered formalin (NBF), trimmed, dehy-
drated in alcohol series, cleared and embedded in
paraffin wax. Sections (5 µm) were dried at 50°C,
stained using Mayer’s haematoxylin and eosin
and examined microscopically for pathological
changes.

Tissues for scanning electron microscopy were
fixed in 10% NBF, dehydrated in a graded alcohol
series, critically point dried in CO2, sputter-coated
with gold and viewed with a JEOL-7401F scanning
electron microscope operating at 15 kV. Tissues for
transmission electron microscopy were fixed over -
night at 4°C using 2% glutaraldehyde in 0.1 M phos-
phate buffer (pH = 7.2). Trimmed samples were post-
fixed for 1h in 1% osmium tetroxide and then
routinely processed into Spurr’s resin. Sections were
mounted on uncoated grids and stained with uranyl
acetate and lead citrate and examined using a JEOL-
1010 transmission electron microscope operating at
80 kV.
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RESULTS

Distribution and infection characteristics

Monobothrium wageneri has been recorded from
15 stillwater fisheries in England and Wales. These
sites are located primarily in the south east and Mid-
land regions of England (Fig. 1). The parasite has not
been recorded from the southwest, northeast, or
northwest regions of England, and only once from
north Wales. M. wageneri has not been recorded
from Scotland or Northern Ireland (A. Shinn &
D. Evans pers. comm.).

A total of 8 (40%) of the 20 tench examined during
the study were infected with Monobothrium wa -
gene ri. The intensity of infection ranged from 1 to
15 tapeworms per host (mean 4.1 parasites). Infected
tench harboured both adult and juvenile tapeworms.
Archived tissues from an additional 11 infected tench
included fixed regions of the intestine from 2 heavily
infected fish, each harbouring in excess of 100 tape-
worms.

General attachment characteristics of 
Monobothrium wageneri

Monobothrium wageneri were attached primarily
within the anterior third of the intestine, usually in, or
in very close proximity to, the first intestinal bend.
Attachment involved penetration of the parasite’s
blunt, rounded scolex (Fig. 2), deep into the intestine
wall. Parasites were usually observed in tight clus-
ters, consisting of between 3 and 109 tapeworms
attached in discrete lesions (Figs. 3 & 4). The heaviest
infection observed during the study comprised of 117
tapeworms. This comprised 3 focal lesions within the
anterior intestine consisting of 109, 5, and 3 tape-
worms, respectively. These clusters contained worms
measuring between 6 and 37 mm in length. Juvenile
tapeworms, measuring as little as 3 mm, were found
in only small numbers and did not show obvious
signs of clustering.

Attachment of Monobothrium wa ge neri resulted in
the formation of a raised, rounded nodule surround-
ing the tapeworms (Fig. 3). Infections comprising as
few as 4 tapeworms caused swellings that were visi-
ble from the outside of the intestine prior to dissec-
tion (Fig. 5). These gross pathological changes, com-
bined with the relatively large size and white colour
of adult tapeworms, enabled straightforward detec-
tion du ring post-mortem examination. Conversely,
the absence of noticeable swellings, combined with

the smaller size and translucency of juvenile para-
sites, made detection problematic. This was particu-
larly notable in large fish where very small worms
protruded only a short distance beyond the intestinal
folds.

Histopathological changes

During attachment, the scolex of Monobothrium
wageneri extended deep into the lamina propria as
far as the muscularis (Fig. 6). This resulted in
 compression of the scolex against the intestinal mus-
culature. The focal attachment of tapeworms, lateral
ex pansion of their scoleces and formation of a protu-
berant nodule within the intestine provided parasites
with a very firm seat of attachment (Fig. 7). This was
often so firm that dissection of the intestinal tract was
necessary to remove individuals without damage.

Infections of adult Monobothrium wageneri in -
voked a pronounced, progressive fibrogranuloma-
tous response that extended throughout all layers of
the intestine (Fig. 6). This chronic host reaction was
associated with a complete loss of normal gut archi-
tecture and replacement of the mucosa, lamina pro-
pria and muscularis with in flammatory tissue. These
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Fig. 1. Monobothrium wageneri infecting Tinca tinca. Re cords 
from freshwater fisheries in England and Wales (1992−2010)
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changes were consistent for both light and heavy
parasite burdens, with as few as 3 tapeworms caus-
ing full thickness enteritis, extending onto the serosal
surface. The combination of tapeworms within the
gut lumen and pronounced inflammatory swellings
led to partial occlusion of the intestinal tract, even
during light parasite infection (Fig. 8). This was most
pronounced when tapeworms were attached at the
first intestinal bend.

The inflammatory swellings surrounding Mono -
bothrium wageneri comprised mainly fibroblasts, but
also included lymphocytes, plasma cells, macro-
phages, and large numbers of eosinophilic granular
cells. These severe fibrogranulomatous reactions
were evident in stained sections as a pale eosi -
nophilic halo surrounding the clustered scoleces
(Fig. 6). During most infections, significant lymphoid
or lympho-plasmacytic responses were observed.
However, these were confined largely to regions
beyond the halo of fibroblastic tissue (Fig. 9). Activa-
tion of the mesothelium on the peritoneal side of the

intestine was frequently noted, with hypertrophy and
hyperplasia of mesothelial cells. Haemorrhage,
oedema and degeneration of the muscularis accom-
panied the heaviest parasite infections. In these
cases, pathological changes to the muscle layers
extended far beyond the immediate point of parasite
penetration. Two lesions comprising 109 and 4 para-
sites, respectively, had pathological changes consis-
tent with early stages of intestinal perforation.

The presence of a marked eosinophilic layer
around the anterior most region of the scolex indi-
cated intimate host–parasite contact (Fig. 10). How-
ever, reduced numbers of inflammatory cells were
recorded in this region, with only occasional
eosinophilic granular cells and red blood cells inter-
spersed within the fibroblastic tissue (Fig. 11).

The pathological changes caused by juvenile
Monobothrium wageneri differed to those associated
with established adult tapeworms. Such infections
were characterised by a loss of epithelium adjacent
to the scolex and neck of the parasite, but less severe
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Figs. 2 to 5. Monobothrium wageneri infecting Tinca tinca. Fig. 2. Anterior region showing its blunt, rounded scolex (scale bar
= 0.5 mm). Fig. 3. Three tapeworms attached to the intestinal wall of tench, showing characteristic clustered attachment and
resultant inflammatory nodule (scale bar = 1 mm). Fig. 4. Heavy infection comprising 109 tapeworms in a single cluster (scale
bar = 1 mm). Fig. 5. Anterior intestine of tench. Focal attachment of 6 tapeworms at the first intestinal bend has caused 

pronounced swelling of the intestine at this point (scale bar = 1 mm)
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Figs. 6 to 11. Monobothrium wageneri infecting Tinca tinca. Fig. 6. Transverse section through tench intestine infected by 2
tapeworms showing pronounced inflammatory response throughout all layers of the intestine (scale bar = 0.5 mm). Fig. 7. Focal
attachment of 3 tapeworms penetrating intestine of tench as far as the muscularis. Lateral expansion of the scoleces (*) anchors
the tapeworms firmly within the surrounding inflammatory nodule (scale bar = 0.5 mm). Fig. 8. Transverse section through
inflammatory lesion comprising 4 tapeworms (*, one seen in section). Severe pathological changes extend through the muscu-
laris (arrow), with marked lympho-plasmacytic inflammatory response reducing the gut lumen (scale bar = 0.5 mm). Fig. 9.
Transverse section through intestinal nodule of tench. An eosino philic layer, consisting of fibroblasts and eosinophilic granular
cells surrounds the tapeworm (*), beyond which a pronounced lymphoid response can be seen throughout the lamina propria
(**) (scale bar = 40 µm). Fig. 10. Attachment of tapeworm (*) showing intimate host–parasite contact, characterised by promi-
nent eosinophilic interface layer (arrow) (scale bar = 80 µm). Fig. 11. Fibroblastic tissue adjacent to the host–parasite interface
(*) with reduced numbers of in flammatory cells. Small numbers of eosino philic granular cells (arrows) and red blood cells were

recorded in this region (scale bar = 20 µm)
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Figs. 12 to 20. Monobothrium wageneri infecting Tinca tinca. Fig. 12. Ultrastructural view of anterior end of the tapeworm scolex
showing cytoplasm of epithelial layer with electron-dense granules and electron-lucent vesicles. Capilliform microtriches cover-
ing the scolex surface are embedded into a thick granular interface layer (scale bar = 2 µm). Fig. 13. Scanning electron micro-
graph of coniform spinitriches covering the surface of the neck region of M. wageneri (scale bar = 1 µm). Fig. 14. Lateral scolex
region. Note the epithelial cytoplasm filled with electron-dense secretory granules and surface covered in shorter spinitriches
embedded in the granular interface layer (scale bar = 5 µm). Fig. 15. Ultrastructure of spinitriches covering neck region (scale
bar = 5 µm). Fig. 16. Epithelial layer of neck region covered with spinitriches (scale bar = 5 µm). Fig. 17. Granulocytes and fibrob-
last localized outside the granular interface layer surrounded the scolex region (scale bar = 5 µm). Fig. 18. Region adjacent to
host parasite interface, showing a number of granulocytes (scale bar = 5 µm). Fig. 19. Anterior scolex region, showing electron-
dense secretory granules within outer epithelial cytoplasm and numerous granular processes originating from tegumental
glands. Note homogeneous thick granular interface layer, with fibroblasts outside this layer (scale bar = 5 µm). Fig. 20. Epithelial
cytoplasm of anterior scolex filled with electron-lucent vesicles and electron-dense secretory granules of tegumental glands
(scale bar = 1 µm). b: microthrix base; c: microthrix cap; cm: capilliform filitriches; el: epithelial layer; f: fibroblast; g:
granulocytes; il: interface layer; sg: secretory granules; sm: coniform spinitriches (= spiniform microtriches); sp: secretory 

processes; v: vesicles
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inflammatory responses. Focal haemorrhage and
necrosis of cells within the lamina propria were
recorded around the scoleces of these juvenile tape-
worms. The attachment of juvenile M. wageneri did
not result in raised intestinal swellings.

Ultrastructural observations of 
Monobothrium wageneri

There were regional differences in the forms of
microtriches covering the tegument of the scolex-
neck region of adult Monobothrium wageneri. Dif-
ferences were also recorded in the content of cyto-
plasmic inclusions within the distal tegumental layer
of this body region (Figs. 12 to 16).

The neck of Monobothrium wageneri was covered
with coniform spinitriches (see Chervy 2009 for uni-
fied terminology of cestode microtriches). These pos-
sessed a well-defined, tapered, electron-dense distal
cap that pointed posteriorly and measured approxi-
mately 3 µm in length. The short cylindrical base of
these microtriches measured approximately 0.8 µm
in length and 0.4 µm in diameter (Figs. 13, 15, 16).

The outer epithelial layer of the neck region of
Monobothrium wageneri included numerous inclu-
sions with electron-dense bodies and vesicles. The
outer epithelium of the scolex region contained large
numbers of vesicles and electron-dense secretory
granules (Figs. 12, 14, 20). The surface of the lateral
portion of the scolex was also covered with coniform
spinitriches that had a shorter distal cap (about 2 µm
long) and longer base (about 1 µm). Between these,
individual capilliform filitriches were observed
(Fig. 14). The anterior scolex region was only covered
with capilliform filitriches that possessed a long,
thin base measuring approximately 2 µm in length
and 0.07 µm in diameter, and a thin cap measuring
approximately 1 µm in length (Fig. 12). Surface
 structures of the scolex region were embedded into a
thick granular interface layer (Figs. 12, 14, 19).
 Vesicles of different sizes were also observed within
this layer (Fig. 12), beyond which an array of host
cells was observed, some of which were granulo-
cytes, but most had the appearance of fibroblasts
(Figs. 17 to 19).

The tegumental layer of the anterior and lateral
parts of the scolex of Monobothrium wageneri con-
tained a network of processes filled with electron-
dense secretory granules of varying shapes (Fig. 19).
These secretions originated from glandular cell bod-
ies, the processes of which were connected with the
outer epithelium by cytoplasmic bridges, allowing

the release of secretory granules into the epithelial
layer (Figs. 12, 14, 19, 20). These secretions were dis-
charged onto the body surface as separate granules
and were consistent with a merocrine mechanism
(Fig. 20). The discharge of these granules onto the
 anterior and lateral scolex regions of M. wageneri
resulted in the formation of a homogeneous, finely
granular interface layer between host and parasite,
mea suring approximately 8 µm in thickness (Figs. 12,
14, 18, 19).

DISCUSSION

The attachment of Monobothrium wageneri within
the intestinal tract of tench was associated with pro-
nounced pathological changes. Lesions were charac-
terised by a chronic, active fibrogranulomatous en -
teritis, with progressive loss of mucosa, lamina
propria, and muscularis. These are significant
changes that suggest reduction of normal gut func-
tion within affected regions.

These observations share similarities with some
tapeworms of North American catostomid fishes.
According to Mackiewicz et al. (1972), Monoboth-
rium ingens, M. ulmeri, Hunterella nodulosa Mack-
iewicz and McCrae, 1967 and Biacetabulum bilocu-
loides Mackiewicz and McCrae, 1965 tapeworms of
freshwater suckers are pathogenic, due to the sever-
ity of inflammatory reactions caused by their infec-
tions and the resultant intestinal disturbance. Other
workers have supported the pathological importance
of North American species of Monobothrium, high-
lighting the need to elucidate the scolex characteris-
tics of these tapeworms (Hayunga 1979b). This paper
is the first to describe the ultrastructural characteris-
tics of M. wageneri and the pathological changes
associated with this tapeworm within the intestines
of tench.

The pathological changes associated with Mono -
bothrium wageneri differ markedly from those cau -
sed by other intestinal tapeworms of European
freshwater fish. These differences include the mag-
nitude of the inflammatory response, the involve-
ment of all layers of the intestine, and complete
loss of gut architecture, even during light tapeworm
burdens. It is proposed that these changes stem
from a combination of factors, namely scolex mor-
phology, depth of parasite penetration, focal attach-
ment to the gut wall, and secretions from the tegu-
mental glands. Although these factors are
inextricably linked, the importance of each will be
discussed briefly in turn.
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Scolex morphology

According to Mackiewicz et al. (1972), the severity
of pathology caused by caryophyllidean cestodes is
inversely proportional to the degree of scolex spe-
cialisation. Hamada & El-Naggar (2003) support this
generalisation, highlighting that even subtle charac-
teristics of scolex morphology of Monobothrioides
chalmersius (Woodland, 1924) can influence tape-
worm attachment and resultant pathological changes
in Clarius gariepinus. Ibraheem & Mackiewicz (2006)
described the scolex morphology, attachment char-
acteristics and lesions associated with Wenyonia vir-
ilis Woodland, 1923 in Synodontis schall (Bloch et
Schneider). These studies revealed how minute lon-
gitudinal ridges on the scolex of this parasite were an
important influence on attachment behaviour and
pathological changes within infected fish.

Monobothrium wageneri possesses a blunt, trun-
cated scolex with shallow longitudinal grooves
(Mackiewicz 1963, Scholz 1987). This lack of scolex
specialisation (i.e. absence of hooks, suckers and
bothridia) may, in part, explain the severity of lesions
associated with tapeworms of this genus. However,
this relationship does not apply to all species. Caryo -
phyllaeides fennica (Schneider, 1902), a common
tape worm of bream Abramis brama and other cy pri -
nid fish, also possesses a blunt, rounded scolex
(Chubb et al. 1987) but attaches superficially to the
gut wall, causing only localised mechanical damage
and mild inflammatory responses (C. F. Williams
pers. obs.). This suggests that the depth of scolex
penetration, in addition to scolex morphology, is an
important influence on the severity of pathological
changes (Williams & Jones 1994).

Depth of penetration

Molnár (2005) emphasised the importance of depth
of scolex penetration whilst describing the intestinal
pathology of gryporhynchid cestodes in gibel carp
Carassius gibelio (Bloch). Molnár (2005) compared
the lesions associated with both larval and adult ces-
todes and concluded that most damage was caused
by parasites with deeply embedded scoleces. During
attachment, Monobothrium wageneri inserts its
scolex deep into the intestine of tench as far as the
muscularis. This may in part explain the severity of
inflammatory changes observed within the intestine
of tench (Williams & Jones 1994). These responses
may further benefit tapeworm attachment, engulfing
the anterior region of the parasite in the absence of

specialised scolex characteristics (Chakravarty &
Tandon 1989).

The attachment behaviour of Monobothrium wa -
generi differs from that of all other cestodes recorded
from European freshwater fish. In contrast, Khawia
sinensis and Caryophyllaeus laticeps use their fan-
shaped scoleces to engulf the intestinal folds, leading
to relatively superficial alterations (Karanis & Tara -
schewski 1993, Morley & Hoole 1995, Hoole et al.
2001). Attachment of 2 bothriocephalidean cestodes
possessing paired bothria, Eubothrium crassum and
Bothriocephalus acheilognathi, can be more forceful,
but rarely breaches the epithelium (Hoole & Nisan
1994, Bosi et al. 2005). Deeper attachment behaviour
is shown by Atractolytocestus huronensis, which
inserts its highly mobile, arrow-shaped scolex into
the intestinal crypts of common carp. This tapeworm
causes mechanical disruption to the epithelium and
stimulates cellular infiltrations that extend into the
lamina propria (Molnár et al. 2003). Attachment of
Cyathocephalus truncatus in brown trout Salmo
trutta L. involves deep penetration of its funnel-like
scolex, which anchors the parasite very firmly to the
mucosa.  However, the pathological changes associ-
ated with M. wageneri far exceed these other spe-
cies. This may be explained by the more invasive
attachment behaviour of this parasite and the focal
attachment of tapeworms within the intestinal tract.

Focal attachment

Most intestinal tapeworms attach in favoured
regions of the intestine, but only a few species exhibit
tight clustering behaviour (Mackiewicz & McCrae
1962, Mackiewicz 1963, 1968, Mackiewicz et al.
1972). Focal attachment has been linked with other
nodule-forming tapeworms (Mackiewicz & McCrae
1962), but it is not consistent with all (Chakravarty &
Tandon 1989). The mechanisms influencing clus-
tered parasite attachment are believed to include
host-derived cues, nutritional gradients within the
gut, and chemical signalling by conspecific parasites
or subsequent gut lesions. It has been suggested that
this behaviour may benefit tapeworm reproduction,
penetration of the intestine and nutrition (Kennedy
1983, L. F. Khalil pers. comm.).

Although the focal attachment of Monobothrium
wageneri limits the area of gut damaged by the par-
asite, the tight clustering of tapeworms accentuates
the severity of individual lesions. Pronounced inflam-
matory nodules, leading to partial occlusion of the
intestinal tract were recorded with infections com-
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prising as few as 3 adult tapeworms. Heavier infec-
tions, comprising between 6 and 109 tapeworms,
revealed changes consistent with early intestinal per-
foration. Intestinal occlusion and rupture are unusual
and extreme consequences of tapeworm infection
(Williams & Jones 1994). These are among the most
serious impacts caused by intestinal tapeworms,
which have been associated with nutritional distur-
bance, debilitation and even death of heavily
infected fish (Körting 1994, Hoole et al. 2001).

Ultrastructure of Monobothrium wageneri

Ultrastructural observations suggest that the
micro triches covering the tegument of Monoboth-
rium wageneri and secretions from the tegumental
glands may have important influences on attachment
behaviour, as well as the cellular responses of in -
fected tench.

Two different types of microtriches were recorded
covering the scolex and neck regions of adult Mono -
bothrium wageneri. Coniform spinitriches with long
distal caps were associated with the neck of the tape-
worm. Coniform spinitriches, with shorter distal caps
and longer bases, were also recorded along the  lateral
surfaces of the scolex. Capilliform filitriches were
found covering the apical surface of the scolex. Such
regional differences may be related to specific mor-
phological adaptations of Monobothrium, where the
anterior portion of the parasite is deeply embedded
within intestinal nodules. The electron-dense, well-
developed cap of spinitriches is thought to be in -
volved in protection and anchoring of tapeworms
within the intestine (Rothman 1963, Kuperman 1988,
Jones 1998, Caira & Littlewood 2001). The presence of
spinitriches with well-developed distal caps covering
the neck and lateral scolex of M. wageneri may there-
fore aid parasite attachment, enabling the interdigita-
tion of microtriches of neighbouring tapeworms as
well as with the host microvilli along the lateral walls
of the intestine. Although filitriches are associated pri-
marily with nutrition, the presence of thin, capilliform
filitriches deeply embedded within the interface layer
between the intestine and anterior extremity of the
scolex suggests that these may also serve as root-like
structures during attachment to the gut surface.
These microtriches, combined with the observed
scolex secretions, are likely to be responsible for the
very firm attachment of the scolex to the intestine.
Tearing of the tegument during removal of M. wa-
generi, with microtriches remaining lodged within
this host–parasite interface, supports this assumption.

Tapeworms possess a range of different glands
within their scolex, the secretions from which may
have different roles and effects on the host
(Hayunga 1979a,b, Richards & Arme 1981, Kuper-
man & Davydov 1982, Whittington & Cribb 2001,
Poddubnaya et al. 2007). Although the function of
these glandular elements remain speculative (Whit-
tington & Cribb 2001), it has been suggested that
these may have an adhesive role, and may aid pen-
etration of the scolex into the gut, protect the para-
site against host res ponses or mechanical abrasions,
or promote the breakdown of nutritional products
(Mackiewicz 1972, Hayunga 1979a,b, Sircar & Sinha
1980, Kuperman & Davydov 1982, Davydov & Pod-
dubnaya 1988, Garo 2000, Poddubnaya et al. 2007).
Hayunga (1991) suggested that such secretions
were responsible for the development of an adhe-
sive interface between the scolex and intestine of
caryophyllidean tapeworms.

The present study indicates that the secretions of
the tegumental glands are consistent with the forma-
tion of the homogeneous, finely-granular interface
matrix between the intestine of tench and the scolex
of Monobothrium wageneri. This is supported by
observations of glandular cytons within the tegument
of the scolex, a fusion of secretory processes with the
distal tegumental cytoplasm along the anterior and
lateral scolex regions, an interfusion of secretory
granules within the distal cytoplasm, and the active
discharge of large numbers of finely glandular secre-
tory granules directly onto the anterior and lateral
scolex surfaces.

Hayunga (1979a) described electron-lucent secre-
tions from the syncytial tegumental glands of Hun -
terella nodulosa, a caryophyllidean tapeworm that
causes nodule formation within the intestine of the
white sucker Catostomus commersoni Lacépède.
Richards & Arme (1981) detailed the scolex ultra-
structure of C. laticeps, and highlighted greater lu -
cency of the secretions originating from the syncytial
tegumental glands of this parasite. These authors
also highlighted the limited pathology caused by this
tapeworm compared with other species of caryophyl-
lideans. The glandular characteristics of other Mono -
bothrium spp. have not been examined, making it
difficult to assess the role of these secretions in the
observed intestinal swellings. The absence of nodule
formation during the attachment of M. hunteri stud-
ied by Mackiewicz (1963) suggests that this species
may either possess different glandular elements, or
exhibits alternative attachment behaviour.

It has been suggested that apocrine and/or micro -
apocrine glands, responsible for the release of secre-
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tory products from adult Caryophyllidea, are modi-
fied tegumentary cells within the scolex (Hayunga
1979a,b, Richards & Arme 1981, Davydov & Pod -
dubnaya 1988, Kuperman 1988). Histochemical and
ex perimental examinations suggest that secretions
from the tegumentary glands of caryophyllidean
tapeworms consist of neutral glycoproteins that may
assist in protecting the worm from the host’s immune
response (Davydov & Poddubnaya 1988). The demar-
cation of fibroblasts around the scolex of Monoboth-
rium wageneri, surrounded by a wider periphery of
eosinophilic granular cells, adds weight to the likeli-
hood that secretions from the tegumentary glands
are responsible for distancing the cellular responses
of infected tench. The potential for a parasite-
induced protective mechanism may in part explain
the clustered attachment of M. wageneri, allowing
tapeworms to establish where intestine integrity has
already been breached and host defences compro-
mised. The active discharge of large quantities of
secretory products from the scoleces of long-
 established tapeworms suggests that this remains an
active process for the duration of infection.

The pathological changes caused by the attach-
ment of Monobothrium wageneri exceed those
described for all other intestinal tapeworms recorded
from British and, possibly, European freshwater fish.
This includes, among others, the caryophyllidean
cestodes Khawia sinensis (Jara & Szerow 1981, Mor-
ley & Hoole 1995), Atractolytocestus huronensis (Ma -
ckiewicz et al. 1972, Molnár et al. 2003), Cyatho-
cephalus truncatus (Pallas, 1781) (Dezfuli et al. 2000),
and C. laticeps (Karanis & Taraschewski 1993). The
damage caused by M. wageneri is also more severe
than that caused by the attachment of Bothrioce -
phalus acheilognathi and Eubothrium crassum. How-
ever, comparisons with these bothriocephalidean
cestodes are made with caution, as it is the strobila of
these parasites rather than the scolex that may evoke
the greatest pathological damage (Smyth 1969, Scott
& Grizzle 1979, Bosi et al. 2005).

Tapeworms are rarely the cause of mortality in
wild fish populations (Williams 1965, Rees 1967,
Ferguson 1989, Williams & Jones 1994, Dezfuli et al.
2008) and may exist in high numbers in apparently
healthy hosts (Hayunga 1979a). To date, no losses or
clinical disease problems have been recorded in
tench, suggesting these fish tolerate Monobothrium
wageneri infection. However, there is growing
awareness that tapeworms can adversely affect host
fitness, organ function, growth, condition, behav-
iour, reproduction, tolerance to environmental stres-
sors and susceptibility to other diseases (Mackiewicz

et al. 1972, Granath & Esch 1983, Hoffmann et al.
1986, Schäperclaus et al. 1991, Dick & Choudhury
1995, Barber et al. 2000, Hoole et al. 2001, Bosi et al.
2005, Borucinska 2008). These infections can be
particularly problematic in juvenile fish (Williams
1965, Körting 1975), although the effects of para-
sitism can be difficult to identify and evaluate in
natural water bodies (Feist & Longshaw 2008).
Although further studies are required to assess the
importance of M. wageneri to infected tench popu-
lations, current observations suggests that this para-
site is an undesirable addition to native aquatic
environments, with the potential for considerable
intestinal damage in parasitized tench.
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