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INTRODUCTION

There is a wide range of possible effects resulting
from the introduction of non-indigenous species. The
introduced species may have negligible or little effect;
however they may also become invasive species and
alter the host ecosystem profoundly, with serious eco-
logical and economic consequences (Carlton 1989,
1996a, Ribera & Boudouresque 1995, Eno et al. 1997,
Ivanov et al. 2000, Bax 2003). The rate of biological
introductions of marine macrophytes into new areas of
the world has been increasing dramatically over the
last few decades (Ribera & Boudouresque 1995). This is
mainly due to an increase in ship traffic, aquaculture
and other human activities, which multiply the oppor-
tunities for introduction (Carlton 1996b). It has been

found, for several terrestrial ecosystems as well as for
marine macrophytes in the Mediterranean Sea, that
approximately 1 out of 10 introduced species (= estab-
lished) becomes invasive in the new environment; this
crude estimation is known as the ‘tens rule’ (William-
son 1993, Williamson & Fitter 1996, Boudouresque &
Verlaque 2002a).

However, the factors determining whether the intro-
duction of a new species is successful and whether
acclimation takes place in the new habitat are poorly
understood. Success will depend on the species’ bio-
logical and physiological characteristics, the dispersion
vectors, and the environmental characteristics of the
host ecosystem (Ashton & Mitchell 1989, Simberloff
1989, Ribera & Boudouresque 1995, Goodwin et al.
1999).
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The environmental characteristics that render an en-
vironment or habitat vulnerable or resistant to biologi-
cal introductions are currently the focus of much de-
bate. Two of these characteristics, species richness and
disturbance, have been extensively discussed (Sim-
berloff 1989, Cohen & Carlton 1998, Occhipinti Am-
brogi 2000). The hypothesis known as Elton’s ‘biotic
resistance hypothesis’ (Elton 1958) assumes that a spe-
cies-rich ecosystem will be more resistant to introduc-
tions than a species-poor one. Several researchers
have found that there seems to be a negative correla-
tion between species richness and the number of intro-
duced species in a habitat (Loope & Mueller-Dombois
1989, Pimm 1989, Rejmánek 1989, Simberloff 1989,
Lodge 1993, Ribera & Boudouresque 1995). This is usu-
ally explained by the fact that an ecosystem with many
species represents a highly structured system with
many complex inter-species interactions, such as com-
petition, predation, mutualism, parasitism and disease.
The higher the number of competitors, predators, para-
sites and diseases, the lower will be the availability of
resources such as space, nutrients and light, and the
possibility of successful establishment of introduced
macrophytes (Stachowicz et al. 1999). However, as far
as heterotrophic introduced organisms are concerned,
the picture is more ambivalent, because a higher
number of species will increase the diversity of biologi-
cal resources and trophic niches potentially available
to the introduced species. Oceanic islands, which have
low species numbers and absence or quasi-absence of
some taxonomic groups (e.g. mammals) or functional
guilds (e.g. predatory or herbivorous mammals) have
often been taken as examples to illustrate the devastat-
ing effects of species introductions on native communi-
ties (Stone et al. 1992, Fritts & Rodda 1998, Thibault et
al. 2002, Meyer et al. 2003). Such islands usually have
simplified food webs and less inter-specific interaction
compared to continental ecosystems, and species intro-
ductions are, for the most part, highly successful
(MacArthur & Wilson 1967, Loope & Mueller-Dombois
1989). In other cases, the communities are vulnerable
to biological introductions whatever the degree of
species richness. Hence, according to Moyle & Light
(1996), freshwater fish assemblages in California are
susceptible to introductions, regardless of the diversity
of the resident fishes. A valuable parameter to consider
is the study scale and the type of community. In the
USA, Stohlgren et al. (1999) highlighted a negative
correlation between native and introduced species
richness at a 1 m2 scale and in some vegetation types,
and a reverse relationship in other vegetation types
and at landscape and biome scale.

Disturbances of the environment represent the sec-
ond environmental characteristic that could play a
major role in determining whether a community is

rather vulnerable or resistant to species introductions
(Hobbs 1989). High levels of disturbance favour spe-
cies introductions by temporarily disrupting or deplet-
ing native communities (Moyle & Light 1996). The
quality, frequency and the degree of the disturbances
have to be taken into account. It has been shown that
there is a positive correlation between the frequency of
the disturbance and the success of an introduced spe-
cies (Ashton & Mitchell 1989, Rejmánek 1989, Case
1996, Moyle & Light 1996). The disturbances act differ-
ently within structured communities, either by increas-
ing limiting resources (space, light and nutrients), or
by determining the development of communities that
are ‘unsaturated’ in terms of species numbers, or
immature in terms of succession (communities poor in
superior competitors). All these different kinds of dis-
turbance lead to greater vulnerability of the commu-
nity with respect to species introductions (Hobbs 1989,
Pimm 1989). However, Connell’s ‘intermediate distur-
bance hypothesis’ (Connell 1978) suggests that the
degree of disturbance is important (in terms of inten-
sity, frequency and efficiency) in determining the spe-
cies richness of an ecosystem: the highest species
diversity is reached at intermediate levels of distur-
bance; lower or higher levels of disturbance decrease
species richness. Hence, man-made disturbances in
urban areas can increase both native and introduced
plant species richness (Stadler et al. 2000).

The Mediterranean is, at the world scale, the sea that
harbours the greatest number of introduced macro-
phytes. However, like the Japanese temperate region
and southern Australia, it is also a hot spot for macro-
phyte species diversity (ε species diversity sensu Gray
2000). This is not consistent with the assertion that
high species diversity improves resistance to species
introductions. The eastern Mediterranean basin has
lower ε species diversity (sensu Gray 2000) than the
western basin, but harbours relatively more intro-
duced species, most of which originate from the Red
Sea (Lessepsian species). The great success of Lessep-
sian species in the eastern basin has been explained by
the low native species diversity, and the resulting
vacant niches and low inter-specific competition pres-
sure (Boudouresque 1999). In the western Mediter-
ranean, where there is an absence or quasi-absence of
Lessepsian species, fewer vacant niches and higher
diversity and inter-specific competition may prevent
colonization; however, other factors such as tempera-
ture and currents may play an important role. It is
worth noting that the number of introduced species via
ship transport is higher in the western than in the
eastern basin, despite its higher species diversity
(Boudouresque & Verlaque 2002b). In addition, pris-
tine species-rich localities are now strongly affected by
certain introduced species: the Corsica Nature Reserve
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of Scandola (France) (Rodriguez Prieto et al. 1993), the
National Park of Port-Cros (France) (Thélin 1984
LEML-ENSA 2003, M. Verlaque unpubl. data), the
Medes Islands (Spain) (Sala & Boudouresque 1997),
Gorgona Island (Italy) (Piazzi & Cinelli 2001) and the
Nature Reserves of Croatia (A. Zuljevic pers. comm.).

In the Mediterranean, certain disturbed environ-
ments exhibit higher numbers of introduced taxa than
undisturbed ones (Galil 2000). It has been suggested
that the success of 2 introduced Caulerpa species, C.
racemosa var. cylindracea (hereafter, C. racemosa) and
C. taxifolia, is linked to the degradation of the Posido-
nia oceanica (L.) Delile beds, due to direct or indirect
human influence (Occhipinti-Ambrogi & Savini 2003).
In certain habitats that are exposed to human-made
disturbances and which possess rather low species
diversity, such as harbours and lagoons, the number of
introduced species is higher than in undisturbed ones.
However, all pathways of introduction converge in
such habitats, so that the relationship between dis-
turbance, low species diversity and high number of
introduced species may be an artefact due to the high
rate of species importation (Ribera & Boudouresque
1995, Boudouresque & Verlaque 2002b).

In the present study, 2 questions were approached:
(1) Is there a negative correlation between species
richness and number of introduced species? and (2) is
the number of introduced species higher in a disturbed

community than in an undisturbed one? Shallow subti-
dal assemblages of rocky substrate were selected,
because they possess the highest species richness (α
species diversity sensu Gray 2000) among Mediter-
ranean benthic communities (Coppejans 1980, Ver-
laque 1987, Ballesteros 1988, 1990, 1993).

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Study area. Data collection was carried out between
June and July 2002 at 9 different sites along the French
Mediterranean coast, from west to east: (1) Fos (F), (2)
Sausset-les-Pins (S), (3) Marseille (M), (4) Riou (R), (5)
Cortiou (Co), (6) Cassis (Ca), (7) Embiez (E), (8) Toulon
(T) and (9) Hyères (H) (Fig. 1). Of the 9 sites, Sausset,
Riou, Cassis and Embiez are considered to be little or
not at all impacted by man-made disturbances (agri-
cultural, urban and industrial pollution, harbour activi-
ties, aquaculture).

The other sites are considered as being disturbed.
The Fos site lies on the SE coast of the Gulf of Fos, close
to a major industrial area including a cargo harbour
and an oil tanker terminal with petrochemical facili-
ties. The Marseille site is located in the south of Mar-
seille, a big city with a passenger and cargo harbour.
The Cortiou site is in close vicinity (at a distance of
approximately 500 m) of the urban sewage outlet of the
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Marseille region, where effluents (ca. 270 000 m3 d–1)
have undergone secondary treatment since 1987. The
Toulon site is situated close to the Toulon naval and
passenger harbour, which frequently accommodates
foreign vessels. Finally, the Hyères site was chosen at
the SE tip of the Giens Peninsula in a rocky area
exposed to hyper-sedimentation and organic pollution.
Although the evaluation of the levels of disturbance is
qualitative, these 6 sites have been highly exposed to
man-made disturbances for at least 50 to 100 yr.

A natural calcareous substrate characterizes all sites,
except for Embiez and Hyères, where the substrate is
siliceous. The shallow subtidal assemblages were sam-
pled between 4 and 8 m depth.

Sampling of the macrophyte assemblages. In order
to draw up an exhaustive list of native macrophytes per
site (point species diversity sensu Gray 2000, hereafter
species richness), six 50 × 50 cm quadrats, randomly
positioned on the sub-horizontal rocky substrate
(0 to 20°), were sampled by SCUBA diving along a
50 m transect. In each quadrat, all the macrophytes
that could be identified in situ were recorded and a
15 × 15 cm sub-sample was taken by scraping with
hammer and chisel. Sub-samples were preserved in
buffered 4% formaldehyde–seawater.

In the field, the percentage of surface covered by the
3 functional-form groups, defined according to Littler
(1980) and Littler & Arnold (1982), was estimated by
means of a metal frame: (1) the encrusting group (pros-
trate encrusting forms), (2) the filamentous group (del-
icately branched, filamentous forms), and (3) the erect
group, which includes 4 of Littler’s functional-form
groups: the sheet group (thin tubular and sheet-like,
foliose forms), the coarsely branched group (coarsely
branched, upright forms), the thick leathery group
(thick blades and branches) and the jointed calcareous
group (articulated, calcareous, upright forms).

Sample analysis. Fixed material was separated and
identified using a binocular microscope and if neces-
sary a light microscope. All macroscopic taxa belong-
ing to the Chlorophyceae, Chrysophyceae, Phaeo-
phyceae, Rhodophyceae and Tribophyceae were
identified to species level and, for some small epi-
phytes, to genus level in order to complement the list
established in situ. In the case of heteromorphic taxa,
the different life-history phases (e.g. Falkenbergia
phase) were taken into account. For taxonomic pur-
poses, the database of Guiry & Nic Dhonncha (2004)
was chosen. The list of native macrophytes per site
(hereafter, species richness) was established consider-
ing the cumulative data of the 50 × 50 cm quadrats
(samples and sub-samples).

Introduced macrophyte inventory. The list of intro-
duced macrophytes per site was drawn up considering
the species present in the 50 × 50 cm quadrats comple-

mented by those present along the 50 m transect, but
not in the quadrats, to take into account the introduced
species that are patchily distributed. The different
phases of species possessing a heteromorphic life his-
tory were distinguished, because some of them are
capable of persisting and spreading by vegetative mul-
tiplication or apomictic reproduction without phase
alternance. The list of introduced macrophytes was
established by using the checklists of Boudouresque &
Verlaque (2002a) and Wallentinus (2002). For each
species, the most probable vector(s) of introduction are
given: oyster transfers (O), ship traffic including ballast
water and fouling (ST), and aquarium trade (A). In the
NW Mediterranean, Lessepsian migration (i.e. intro-
duction of Red Sea species into the Mediterranean via
the Suez Canal) plays a minor role in species introduc-
tions, due to the low probability of direct introduction
from the Red Sea (necessity of secondary vectors: ship
traffic or shellfish transfers) (Boudouresque 1999).

Data analysis. The relationships between species
composition and the number of introduced species
were analysed. Differences in the functional groups’
percentage cover between sites were tested with the
Student-Newman-Keuls (SNK) test, after a 1-way
ANOVA and a test of the homogeneity of variances
(Bartlett’s test). A non-parametric Mann-Whitney 
U-test was used to detect significant differences in the
number of native and introduced species between
undisturbed and disturbed sites. A Correspondence
Analysis (CA) (Greenacre 1984, Roux 1985) was carried
out using the presence of native species at each site as
input data, to describe floristic affinities between sites
and to identify possible parameters involved (geo-
graphical and man-made disturbances). Following the
CA, an Ascendant Hierarchical Classification (AHC)
analysis was performed in order to facilitate interpreta-
tion of the position of the sites in 3-dimensional space.
Thereby, the coordinates of the sites on the first 3 axes
of the CA (Roux 1985) were used as input data. The Hi-
erarchical Classification used the Euclidean distance
and the complete linkage clustering. All analyses were
carried out using the Statistica 6 software®.

RESULTS

Native flora

A total of 223 putative native taxa and life-history
phases were identified in the 50 × 50 cm quadrats
(samples + sub-samples). The species richness per site
(point diversity) ranged from 77 to 144. As expected,
the undisturbed sites possessed higher species rich-
ness than the disturbed ones (122 to 144 versus 77 to
129 taxa and phases) (Appendix 1; www.int-res.com/
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journals/suppl/klein_appendix.pdf), although these
differences were not significant (Mann-Whitney U-
test, p = 0.1111). The highest and lowest species rich-
ness were found at the undisturbed site of Cassis (144)
and at the disturbed site of Cortiou (77), respectively.
The species richness of the 3 sites situated close to
harbours (Fos, Marseille and Toulon: 126 to 129) was
similar to that of the undisturbed sites (122 to 144),
whereas that of the polluted sites of Cortiou (77) and
Hyères (119) was lower (see Appendix 1).

The dominant group was the Rhodophyceae (46 to
102 species), followed by the Phaeophyceae (10 to 26
species) and Chlorophyceae (21 to 25 species) (Appen-
dix 1). The frequencies of the classes were similar
between undisturbed and disturbed sites, except for
the site of Cortiou, which is highly impacted by fresh-
water and nutrient inputs, where an increase in the
percentage of Chlorophyceae (27%) was observed.

Introduced flora

A list of 15 macrophytes, 14 species and 1 life-history
phase, regarded as introduced was established from

the 50 × 50 cm quadrat data (Table 1). Among the
introduced species, Laurencia caduciramulosa was
reported for the first time along the French Mediter-
ranean coast (Klein & Verlaque in press). Among the
macrophytes growing along the 50 m transects but not
in the quadrats, additional introduced species were
found, most of them the disturbed sites (Table 1).

At the undisturbed sites, the analysis of the total
introduced flora showed that the species belonged
exclusively to the Rhodophyceae. In addition, 2 intro-
duced Chlorophyceae occurred at the disturbed sites
(Table 1). Ship traffic (14 species) is the most effective
introduction vector, followed by oyster transfer (2 spe-
cies), aquarium trade (2 species) and the Suez Canal
(1 species); the total exceeds 15, because several
vectors are possible for some species.

Relationships between introduced macrophytes,
species richness and disturbance

In the quadrats, there was no relationship between the
species richness and the number of introduced macro-
phytes (Fig. 2). Moreover, there was no significant differ-
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Undisturbed Disturbed Vector
Locality: S R Ca E F M Co T H

Rhodophyceae
Acrothamnion preissii (Sonder) E. M. Wollaston - – – + – – – – + ST
Antithamnion amphigeneum Millar – – – – – + – – – ST
Antithamnionella boergesenii (Corm. & G. Furn.)

Athanasiadis – + – – – – – – – ST

Apoglossum gregarium (Dawson) Wynne – – – – – – – – P ST
Asparagopsis armata Harvey + + + – + + + + – ST
Chondria curvilineata Collins & Hervey – – – + – – – – + ST
‘Falkenbergia rufolanosa’ life-history phase + + + + + + + + + ST
Goniotrichopsis sublittoralis G. M. Smith – – – – – – – – + ST
Hypnea spinella (C. Agardh) Kützing – – – – + – – – – ST/SC
Laurencia caduciramulosa Masuda & Kawaguchi + + + P + + – + – ST
Polysiphonia atlantica Kapraun & J. Norris + + + – + – + – – ST/O
P. harveyi Bailey + + + + + + + + + ST/O
Womersleyella setacea (Hollenberg) R. E. Norris + + + + + + – + + ST

Total 6 7 6 6 7 6 4 5 7
% 100 100 100 100 100 85.7 100 71.4 77.8

Chlorophyceae
Caulerpa racemosa var. cylindracea (Sonder)

Verlaque, Huisman et Boudouresque – – – – – P – P P ST/A
C. taxifolia (Vahl) C. Agardh – – – – – – – P P A

Total 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 2
% 0 0 0 0 0 14.3 0 28.6 22.2

Total in samples 6 7 6 5 7 6 4 5 6

Total at site 6 7 6 6 7 7 4 7 9

Table 1. Introduced macrophytes at the sites (S: Sausset; R: Riou; Ca: Cassis; E: Embiez; F: Fos; M: Marseille; Co: Cortiou;
T: Toulon; H: Hyères). +: present in samples; P: present along the transect; –: absent. Possible vectors of introduction: 
O: Oyster transfers; ST: Ship traffic; SC: Suez Canal; A: Aquarium trade (according to Verlaque 1994 and Ribera & 

Boudouresque 1995 amended)

http://www.int-res.com/journals/suppl/klein_appendix
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ence in the numbers of introduced macrophytes be-
tween disturbed (4 to 7) and undisturbed sites (5 to 7)
(Mann-Whitney U-test, p = 0.7302). The only conspicous
site was the disturbed site of Cortiou, where low species
richness (77) was coupled with a low number of intro-
duced macrophytes (4) (Fig. 2, Appendix 1, Table 1).
Results did not change when introduced species present
along transects were included.

Structural organization of the macrophyte
assemblages

Considering both native and introduced macro-
phytes in the quadrats, all sites had a high total per-
centage cover (Fig. 3). The undisturbed sites showed
macrophyte assemblages with high and rather stable
percentages of the functional-form groups (encrusting,
filamentous and erect groups). In contrast, at some of

the disturbed sites, the cover was more heterogeneous
(Fig. 3). Thus, the erect macrophytes were very poorly
represented at Cortiou (SNK test, p = 0.0001) (Fig. 3).
There was no relationship between the structural orga-
nization (functional-form group composition) of the
assemblage and the number of introduced macro-
phytes. Moreover, it should be noted that the macro-
phyte assemblage at Cortiou, with its poor representa-
tion of the erect group, possessed the lowest number of
introduced macrophytes of all sites. The other sites
possessed assemblages with high and rather stable
percentages of the functional-form groups, and a num-
ber of introduced macrophytes ranging from 5 to 7
(Table 1).

Ordination

In the first CA of the native flora, there was an
agglomeration of all sites close to the centre of gravity,
except for Cortiou, which was positioned at the
extreme end of Axis I (Fig. 4). This can be explained by
the particular vegetation and/or very low species rich-
ness of Cortiou. This polarization rendered difficult
interpretation of the relationships between the sites
that were more similar in terms of species richness and
composition. To further investigate the relationships
between these sites, the CA was re-performed exclud-
ing Cortiou. In this second CA, the distant position of
Hyères on Axis I contrasted with the clustering of the
other sites close to the center of gravity. Along Axis II,
2 groups can be distinguished, one including sites of
eastern Provence and the other those of western
Provence (Fig. 5).
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Fig. 2. Relationship between the number of macrophytes
(taxa and life-history phases) of the introduced and native
flora in the 50 × 50 cm quadrats (d: undisturbed sites; s: dis-

turbed sites). See Fig. 1 for abbreviations

Fig. 3. Percentages of the different functional-form groups
(encrusting, filamentous and erect group) in 50 × 50 cm

quadrats (mean, SD). See Fig. 1 for abbreviations

Fig. 4. Correspondence analysis of the native flora: Axes I
and II of the first CA including all sites. See Fig. 1 for

abbreviations
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Classification

In the AHC using the coordinates of the sites on the first
3 axes of the second CA, 2 groups can be distinguished,
one including the sites of eastern Provence (Toulon,
Embiez and Hyères) and the other those of western
Provence (Cassis, Riou, Marseille, Fos, Sausset) (Fig. 6).

In western Provence, characteristic taxa were: Aglao-
thamnion tripinnatum, Haraldia lenormandii, Leathe-
sia mucosa, Lithophyllum dentatum, Phyllophora here-
dia, Pterosiphonia pinnulata, Radicilingua thysano-
rhizans and Seirospora giraudyi. Most of these species
have cold–temperate affinities.

In eastern Provence, characteristic taxa were: Cysto-
seira brachycarpa, Dasycladus vermicularis, Dictyota
linearis, Discosporangium mesarthrocarpum, Halopi-
thys incurva, Jania adhaerens, Neurocaulon foliosum,
Rytiphloea tinctoria and Pseudolithoderma adriaticum,
most of which have southern affinities and character-
ize the thermophilous communities of the French Riv-
iera and the central part of the western Mediterranean
Sea (Verlaque 1987, Ballesteros 1990).

As a consequence, after the elimination of Cortiou,
the classification showed the biogeographical contrast
between the cold and the warm temperate western
Mediterranean assemblages rather than species rich-
ness or disturbance.

DISCUSSION

The present study of the shallow subtidal assemblages
in the French Mediterranean Sea shows that there is no

clear relationship between the species richness (point di-
versity sensu Gray 2000) and the number of introduced
macrophytes. These findings stand in opposition to a
long-believed theory that predicts that high species rich-
ness renders a habitat resistant towards species intro-
ductions (Elton 1958). Furthermore, the study reveals
that there is no clear relationship between the number of
introduced macrophytes and disturbances acting on the
assemblages. At Cortiou, a highly disturbed site (Mar-
seilles urban sewage outlet), low species richness is asso-
ciated with the lowest number of introduced macro-
phytes of all sites. The ecological niches liberated by
severe chemical and organic pollution and the subse-
quent decrease of inter-specific competition did not
create an increase in the number of introduced species.
The deleterious effects of the urban effluents act on
native, as well as on introduced macrophytes.

As long as size, abundance and resource require-
ments are restricted (e.g. small Ceramiaceae or minute
epiphytes such as Goniotrichopsis sublittoralis), the
introduced marine macrophytes seem to be able to
coexist with a rich native flora. On the other hand, 
the species exhibiting the most invasive behaviour
(Acrothamnion preissii, Asparagopsis armata/Falken-
bergia rufolanosa, Caulerpa racemosa, C. taxifolia and
Womersleyella setacea) often overgrow the native com-
munities (Verlaque & Fritayre 1994, Piazzi et al. 2001).
They possess high invasiveness (sensu Lonsdale 1999
and Alpert et al. 2000) due to one or several of the fol-
lowing physiological and/or behavioural advantages in
comparison with most Mediterranean species: perma-
nent populations, chemical defences, strong capacity
for dispersal, prolific reproduction, wide ecological
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Fig. 5. Correspondence analysis of the native flora: Axes I
and II of the second CA excluding Cortiou. See Fig. 1 for

abbreviations

Fig. 6. Hierarchical Classification obtained with the coordi-
nates of the sites on the first 3 axes of the second CA. 

See Fig. 1 for abbreviations
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capacities, large size, faster growth (Ballesteros 1988,
1993, Boudouresque & Verlaque 2002a). Native NW
Mediterranean macrophyte species are characterized
by miniaturization with respect to the Atlantic popula-
tions, as well as by seasonality of communities (Balles-
teros 1988, 1991, 1993); therefore, invasive species col-
onize new areas regardless of the species richness.
Their spread seems to be essentially dependent on the
proximity of an introduction source, the size and type of
the inoculum, the time elapsed since introduction, the
existence of secondary vectors of diffusion, their capac-
ity for reproduction, and ecological requirements.
Hence, in Corsica and Sardinia, 2 little disturbed
Mediterranean islands, no macrophyte species have
been primarily introduced, whereas 9 species arrived
there via secondary routes (Boudouresque & Verlaque
2002b). Consequently, the absence of certain intro-
duced species in some of our sites may be merely due to
the short period of time elapsed since introduction
and/or the absence of secondary vectors of spreading.
Antithamnion amphigeneum, Apoglossum gregarium
and Goniotrichopsis sublittoralis were only recently
discovered along the French Riviera (1997/1998,
Monaco, M. Verlaque unpubl. data) and seem to be in a
spreading phase, much like Caulerpa racemosa and C.
taxifolia, which were introduced less than 20 yr ago and
whose remote spreading seems to be highly dependent
on human activities (ship traffic, fishing) (Meinesz et al.
2001, Verlaque et al. 2004). Moreover, there is evidence
that besides negative interactions (e.g. mutual exclu-
sion) between 2 or more introduced taxa in the host
ecosystem, the presence of 1 introduced taxon may en-
hance the success of another one and may, in this way,
facilitate its establishment (Simberloff & Von Holle
1999, Richardson et al. 2000). Hence, synergistic mech-
anisms have been observed between Caulerpa race-
mosa, Acrothamnion preissii and Womersleyella se-
tacea, the latter 2 enhancing the growth and spreading
of Caulerpa (Ceccherelli et al. 2002, Piazzi et al. 2003,
E. Ballesteros unpubl. data).

Finally, each generation of scientists assumes a
baseline condition of the ecosystem (stock size, species
composition, abiotic properties) to be natural or pris-
tine; this baseline is used in order to evaluate changes
and to compare ecosystems. However, with time, this
baseline is gradually drifting away from its original
state (shifting baseline syndrome); the consequence is
the utilisation of inappropriate reference points (Pauly
1995, Sheppard 1995, Tegner & Dayton 1997). In most
areas of the world, in order to understand underlying
processes, ecologists are indeed studying highly de-
graded ecosystems (Jackson 1997). As far as the dis-
turbances are concerned, in the NW Mediterranean
Sea, where coastal ecosystems have been suffering
from the deleterious consequences of anthropogenic

activities (coastal development, agricultural, industrial
and urban activities, ship traffic, tourism, aquaculture,
fishing, over-exploitation and cascade effects) for a
long time, are there still undisturbed communities? In
many regions, species and communities have experien-
ced a dramatic decline over the past decades (Posidonia
oceanica meadows, Cystoseira spp. forests, certain
coastal detritic communities such as maerl beds) (Bou-
douresque et al. 2004). Hence, the communities of our
undisturbed sites may be very far from their original
condition before human influence. Consequently, the
very high rate of introductions in the Mediterranean
and the great success of introduced macrophytes along
the French coast may result from man-made changes to
the coastal environment over several decades.

The present study is based on qualitative data (pre-
sence/absence), and it would be useful to consider spe-
cies abundances. The quantitative composition of the
host communities may influence the success of intro-
duced species through biological relationships, such as
competition, predation and parasitism. Moreover, the
successional state (degree of maturity) or age of a com-
munity plays an important role in the vulnerability to
species introductions as well (Crawley 1989). Certain
successionally advanced communities are more resis-
tant to species introductions than younger ones,
although species richness may decline during the
course of succession (Rejmánek 1989, Meiners et al.
2002, Sax 2002). As far as disturbances are concerned,
their effects may vary according to their nature (chemi-
cal, physical or biological disturbances), history, fre-
quency and intensity. In conclusion, the estimation of
the vulnerability of Mediterranean macrophyte assem-
blages to species introductions requires consideration
of quantitative data and comparison between similar
sites in terms of environmental conditions, maturity of
the assemblages (successional stage), disturbance and
proximity to a potential introduction source. In addi-
tion, experiments where the frequency, degree and/or
type of disturbance are controlled (e.g. control of sedi-
mentation stress) could shed further light on the issue.
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