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Description of Visual Body Condition Assessment 

We qualitatively assessed body condition as normal, thin, emaciated, or could not be determined (CBD) using a standard set of 
images (dorsal, frontal, lateral and oblique view with the animal in ventral recumbency, and ventral and frontal view with the turtle 
in dorsal recumbency) and descriptions of external morphology in the necropsy reports. Animals were scored as being in normal 
body condition, when in dorsal recumbency the plastron was convex in relation to the ventral marginal scutes and/or the dorsal 
portion of the supraoccipital crest at the back of the skull was not obvious in a frontal, oblique or lateral view of the head and neck in 
ventral recumbency (Figure S1). Animals were scored as emaciated when the plastron was clearly concave in relation to the ventral 
marginal scutes and/or the supraoccipital crest was prominent in profile or the flesh on either side of the supraoccipital crest was 
clearly concave from a frontal or oblique view. Animals were considered thin if they did not meet the criteria for either normal or 
emaciated; this was therefore considered an “intermediate” body condition category. If images were not available or were of poor 
quality, animals were not assigned a qualitative body condition and were listed as CBD. We did not capture images of live animals in 
dorsal recumbency and head and neck images were usually taken with the head pulled tightly against the body, so similar visual 
assessment of live individuals was excluded. 
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Figure S1: Images of the head, neck and plastron of turtles that were scored as normal (top), thin (middle) and emaciated (bottom) for visual body condition.  


