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SPECIALS of Climate Research (CR) present
important new information on climate phe-
nomena measured and assessed by closely co-
ordinated group efforts. They concentrate on
specific research themes or geographic areas.

CR SPECIAL 29 provides an overview of the
latest versions of the regional climate model-
ing system RegCM, originally developed in
the 1980s at the National Center for Atmo-
spheric Research (NCAR) in Boulder, Colo-
rado, USA. The RegCM3 and RegCM4 up-
grades have improved the model’s flexibility,
portability and ease of use, and they have
been aimed at improving the model’s utility in
developing countries.

Contributions to CR SPECIAL 29 span all con-
tinents and a variety of applications, from
model validation to climate impact simula-
tions. The studies illustrate the versatility of
the RegCM modeling system. Use of the
model by the RegCNET research community
will provide the basis for development of the
next RegCM generation.

We are pleased to make the online version

of this CR SPECIAL available with Open
Access.
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